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placidness of their countenances, I inferred the humanity of
their keeper; and I was a witness of his showing them an
attention which in such houses is of particular importance."
The Great Prison of Vienna, visited by Howard in December
1786, was a place of dungeons, three prisoners in each. He saw
three horrid cells crowded with twelve women. The men
lived in total darkness, and were chained to the walls. No
priest or clergyman had been near them for eight or nine
months; the prisoners complained of this, in the presence of
the keepers, with tears. They had an allowance of four kreutzer
(a penny) a day, but were not permitted to spend any of this
upon lighting. There was a torture-room, nine steps deeper
than the dungeons, with instruments of torture; but they were
idle now, because the Emperor Joseph II had abolished the
shocking practice. Moreover, the Emperor had just completed
a new prison to which the prisoners were in process of removal.
" It consists of forty rooms, and also twenty dungeons at the
depth of twenty-two steps below the surface of the ground,
boarded with thick planks, in which are strong iron rings, for
the purpose of chaining the prisoners. These dungeons are
larger, and in other respects (though horrid enough) less horrid,
than those in the old prison."
The convicts in the Grosse Caserne of Vienna were eighty-
six men in one large room, with no windows except two holes
in the ceiling. In the daytime the convicts were taken out to
work on cleaning the streets. They slept in the same room,
in their clothes, chained to the floor. The atmosphere was
offensive beyond expression. In the house of correction there
were only women. They had one pound of bread and two
dishes of different kinds of soup every day. No bedding was
provided. Out of 153 prisoners 35 were ill—a high propor-
tion; but the sick were well treated in clean rooms separated
from the rest.
Criminals sent off to Hungary had irons on their necks and
feet, besides a chain ten inches long between the feet of each,
and another chain, six feet long, fastening each convict to the
Their labour, drawing boats up the Dapube, combined

